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Dear Friends of Hill of Peace,

It is good to be able to praise the Lord with our three yearly services. Our attendance
continues to increase and the church is full of song again.

“A Service in Anticipation of Easter” was held on March 26, 2023.
, ’ , » The service was conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Daniel N. Harmelink. “A Fifteen-Point
Sermon on How to Properly Consider
- Meditating on the Holy Suffering of Christ”
~  Martin Luther, 1519.” Darlene Kiefer was &
the organist, with the Immanuel Lutheran
Men’s Choir, directed by Eric Seibel, and
accompanied by Janet Seibel. Fellowship
followed in the Church Hall.

After much discussion it was decided to find
someone interested in the purchasing the old Frankenberg
Heritage Cabin on the Hill of Peace property. The wooden
shake roof has leaked for many years causing some of
boards to rot. It had become a liability. There was the
* possibility of someone getting hurt on the property, which
was a concern. We checked a few years ago and it was
going to cost around $27,000 to repair the roof and replace
i some of the boards. The Hill of Peace Advisory Committee
felt the maintenance of the historic church and church
hall was a priority. Danny Kiefer contacted Mark Pratt, of
Antique Logs and he offered $1,500 to buy the cabin, dismantle it, haul off all debris, and
smooth out the lot. The Hill of Peace Advisory Board, with the approval of Concordia
Historical Society, voted to sell the cabin to Mr. Pratt. There was one additional bid of $500
which did not include cleaning up the lot.




On a very sad note, Mr. Eric Seibel, long time Director of the
Immanuel Lutheran Men’s Choir in Perryville, (a wonderful man)
passed away on June 5, 2023. He will be remembered for greeting
everyone with "Good Morning!" no matter the time of day, his service
to the community, mentoring demeanor, quick wit, and easy laugh. He
was a man of strong Christian faith, a devoted husband and father,
and an inspiring music educator. The Perry County Community,
especially the youth whom he taught a love of music, were so fortunate
to have had him in their lives. He will be missed.

“Harvest Festival Service” was held on October 8, 2023.

- The service was conducted by @&

/ the Rev. Joseph Schlie, Pastor of

| Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Perryville, Missouri, and the Rev. Dr.
Daniel N. Harmelink, Executive
Director of Concordia Historical
Institute. The organist was Darlene
Kiefer. Special music was by the |
Immanuel Lutheran Men’s Choir

under the direction of Kantor Nathan Steele and accompamed by
L Janet Siebel. Fellowship and good food followed the service.

“A Service of Readings and Carols” was held on December 3, 2023,
= conducted by Seminarian Michael R. Wilke
and the Rev. Dr. Daniel N. Harmelink,
Executive Director of Concordia Historical
| Institute. Seminarian Wilke’s sermon was
titled “Three Christmases: Past, Present, and
£ & Yet to Come” (Luke 2). It was a very inspiring | ©
sermon. His participation was greatly ||
appreciated. The Immanuel, Perryville Men’s
Choir performed under the direction of Kantor
Nathan Steele accompanied by Janet Seibel. Organist Darlene Kiefer was
on the Hill of Peace Church organ. Fellowship in the church hall followed the service. Bev
Erdman’s beautiful flower arrangements adorned the altar, as they have for many years.
Thanks to Bev for providing the beautiful flowers, the Board for decorating the old church,
and the ladies and gentleman for their delicious deserts.

On December 14th and 15t the annual Perry County Church Tour
was held. Our beautiful old Hill of Peace Church was #2 on the tour.
Visitors commented how beautiful the old church was and they
especially liked the smell of the cedar tree with its homemade
ornaments, paper angels garland, and the tinsel. Many said it brought
back memories of their past Christmas celebrations. The weather was
perfect and the tour brought over 600 people to the Hill of Peace Church.
If you have not taken the tour, consider doing so. In addition to visiting
Hill of Peace Church, there are 38 other churches on the tour.




Hill of Peace Advisory Committee has decided to replace the
broken concrete in front of the church. The plans are to use a
light stamping to make it look more like the era of the old
church. Any monetary help will be appreciated. The church
roof has been repaired, painted inside and out, and windows
sealed. The replacement of the concrete should complete the
more costly repairs.

Thanks to all for your help without it we could not have
completed the necessary repairs.

You are invited to attend the 2024 services and fellowship:

Service in Anticipation of Easter March 17th
Harvest Festival Service October 13th
Service of Readings and Carols December 1st

Dear Friends of Hill of Peace Lutheran Memorial:

For the last few months, we’ve been emphasizing the importance of being thankful for
God’s good gifts—God’s good gifts graciously given to us, our families, and our church
families. One of those good and gracious gifts is Hill of Peace Lutheran Memorial. Thanks to
countless hours by the Advisory Committee and other volunteers, the Church and Parish Hall
have never looked better. And we are doubly thankful for your continued attendance at the
Harvest Festival, Christmas and Easter services; for your singing and participation in the
worship services and fellowship after. We are especially thankful for the musical offerings by
Darlene Kiefer and the Immanuel Lutheran Church Men’s Choir.

The ministry of Hill of Peace Lutheran Memorial is to encourage a deeper appreciation
and thanks for the rich Lutheran history and heritage the church and parish hall preserve and
proclaim. The Friedenberg congregation was the “mother church” for several other
congregations (some are still with us and some have subsequently been disbanded). As a
historically German Bavarian congregation Friedenberg is unique among the historical sites in
Perry County and the Saint Louis region.

As we begin a new year under the care of our merciful Lord, let us pray for thankful and
joyful hearts—even among our daily challenges and struggles. And I ask that you continue to
be generous in your prayers and financial support of Hill of Peace Lutheran Memorial. It takes
more resources than you might think to keep this as a shining historical treasure for the benefit
of our children and our children’s children.

God’s richest blessings in Christ,

Daniel Y, Fanmelink

The Rev. Dr. Daniel N. Harmelink, Executive Director
Concordia Historical Institute
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